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2016 teacher assessment exemplification:
end of key stage 2
End of key stage 2 (KS2) writing teacher assessment (TA), using the interim TA frameworks, 
is statutory for 2016. 
This document is part of a suite of materials that exemplifies the national standards for 
KS2 writing TA. The full suite, including the interim TA framework, pupil scripts and 
annotated versions is available at https://www.gov.uk/STA. 
Each collection exemplifies one pupil’s writing that meets the requirements for all of 
the statements within the interim TA framework for one of the following standards: 
•	 working towards the expected standard 
•	 working at the expected standard 
•	 working at greater depth within the expected standard. 
Purpose of the exemplification materials 
•	 Schools must use the interim TA frameworks and exemplification materials to
 
ensure that their TA judgements are accurate.
 
•	 Schools must use the exemplification materials to ensure a secure understanding 
of national standards, as a point of reference for teachers when making their own 
TA judgements and to validate judgements across the school. 
•	 Local authorities (LAs) must use the exemplification materials to ensure their
 
moderation team has a secure understanding of national standards, and as a
 
point of reference when validating a school’s TA judgements.
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How to use the exemplification materials
To meet a particular standard within the interim TA framework, a pupil must demonstrate
attainment of all of the statements within that standard and all the statements in the
preceding standard(s). The judgement as to whether a pupil meets a statement is made
across a collection of evidence and not on individual pieces. However, there needs to be
sufficient evidence of consistent performance across several pieces, to demonstrate the
pupil’s understanding and application of the statement. 
Each collection is available in annotated and unannotated versions. The annotated
version contains a check-list to demonstrate which statements have been met for each
piece of work.
Each collection consists of a sample of evidence (typically 6 pieces), drawn from a wider
range of one pupil’s writing. However, teachers will have a considerably broader body of
evidence from across the curriculum on which to base their judgements. 
The frequency of evidence for the statements may vary across individual pieces within a
collection, e.g. evidence of a range of cohesive devices would be expected in every piece,
whereas evidence of integration of dialogue to convey character and advance the action
is unlikely to be appropriate in every piece (KS2 expected standard). The exemplification
materials illustrate how the statements containing qualifiers (‘some’, ‘most’) may
be applied to a particular collection of work. 
When making their TA judgements, teachers must: 
•	 be familiar with the interim TA frameworks and exemplification materials 
•	 ensure a broad range of evidence from across the curriculum is available for review 
•	 for each pupil, check and record whether there is sufficient evidence for each of
the statements, starting with those for ‘working towards the expected standard’
and, where appropriate, moving on to the ‘working at the expected standard’ and
‘working at greater depth within the expected standard’.
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Interim teacher assessment framework at the
end of key stage 2 – writing 
Key principles
•	 This statutory interim framework is to be used only to make a teacher assessment
judgement at the end of the key stage following the completion of the key stage 2
curriculum. It is not intended to be used to track progress throughout the key stage.
•	 The interim framework does not include full coverage of the content of the national
curriculum and focuses on key aspects for assessment. Pupils achieving the different
standards within this interim framework will be able to demonstrate a broader range
of skills than those being assessed.
•	 This interim framework is not intended to guide individual programmes of study,
classroom practice or methodology.
•	 Teachers must base their teacher assessment judgement on a broad range of
 
evidence from across the curriculum for each pupil.
 
•	 Individual pieces of work should be assessed according to a school’s assessment
policy and not against this interim framework. 
Each of the three standards within the interim framework contains a number of ‘pupil can’
statements. To demonstrate that pupils have met a standard within this interim framework,
teachers will need to have evidence that a pupil demonstrates attainment of all of the
statements within that standard and all the statements in the preceding standard(s).
Some of the statements contain qualifiers (‘some’, ‘most’) to indicate that pupils will not
always consistently demonstrate the skill required. However, where they have been used,
they have consistent meaning with ‘most’ indicating that the statement is generally met
with only occasional errors and ‘some’ indicating that the skill/knowledge is starting to be
acquired, and is demonstrated correctly on occasion, but is not consistent or frequent.
Teachers should refer to the national curriculum programmes of study for items marked *
(e.g. to exemplify the words that pupils should be able to spell). Where pupils have a
physical disability that prevents them from being able to write, the statements relating to
handwriting can be excluded from the teacher assessment. Where pupils are physically
able to write and meet all of the statements except for being able to produce legible
handwriting, they may be awarded the ‘expected standard’ but cannot be awarded the
‘greater depth’ standard. This refers to the final statements within ‘Working towards’ and
‘Working at the expected standard’.
This framework is interim for the academic year 2015 to 2016 only. 
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Interim teacher assessment framework at the end of key stage 2 – writing 
Working towards the expected standard 
The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences: 
• using paragraphs to organise ideas 
• describing settings and characters 
• using some cohesive devices* within and across sentences and paragraphs 
• using different verb forms mostly accurately 
• using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 
• using capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists
and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly 
• spelling most words correctly* (years 3 and 4) 
• spelling some words correctly* (years 5 and 6) 
• producing legible joined handwriting. 
Working at the expected standard 
The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences (including writing a
short story): 
• creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance
the action 
• selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality
required mostly correctly 
• using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, within and across
sentences and paragraphs 
• using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately 
• using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within
the sentence 
• using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add
detail, qualification and precision 
• using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis mostly
correctly, and making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens 
• spelling most words correctly* (years 5 and 6) 
• maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether
or not to join specific letters. 
Working at greater depth within the expected standard 
The pupil can write for a range of purposes and audiences: 
• managing shifts between levels of formality through selecting vocabulary precisely
and by manipulating grammatical structures 
• selecting verb forms for meaning and effect 
• using the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 2, including colons and
semi-colons to mark the boundary between independent clauses, mostly correctly. 
[No additional requirements for spelling or handwriting.] 
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Key stage 2 writing teacher assessment:
exemplification 2016 
Working at greater depth within the expected standard: 
Frankie 
A Narrative
 
B Description

C Explanation

D Newspaper report   

E Diary
 
F Letter
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Piece A: Narrative 
Prior to writing a short story set during World War 1, pupils wrote these short pieces to practise their skills in 
developing suspense and building tension in a familiar, everyday situation. 
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Piece A continued 
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Piece B: Description 
As part of a focus on autobiography, pupils researched accounts of key moments in the lives of performers such as 
Olympic athletes and musicians. They then selected a particular performance or competition and described in detail 
the opening moments of their chosen event. 
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Piece B continued 
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Piece C: Explanation 
Following a science topic on health, during which pupils had written an explanation of how the heart works, 
they selected a topic about which they had both knowledge and personal experience in order to write their own 
explanatory text. 
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Piece C continued 
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Piece D: Newspaper report 
After reading ‘The Giant’s Necklace’ by Michael Morpurgo, and drawing on prior learning about the features of 
newspaper reports, pupils assumed the role of a journalist to report the story in the style of a newspaper article. 
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Piece D continued 
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Piece E: Diary 
Following reading and class discussion of ‘The Giant’s Necklace’ by Michael Morpurgo, pupils wrote the diary of the
protagonist, Cherry, revealing their insight into her character and feelings. 
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Piece E continued 
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Piece E continued 
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Piece F: Letter 
The pupil wrote a formal letter of acceptance for an invitation to the Red House Children’s Book Award ceremony 
that was held in London, and which the pupil attended on behalf of her school. 
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For more copies
Additional printed copies of this booklet are not available. It can be downloaded from 
www.gov.uk/government/publications 
© Crown copyright and Crown information 2016 
Re-use of Crown copyright and Crown information in this document.
Subject to the exceptions listed below, the test materials on this website are Crown copyright or Crown
information and you may re-use them (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium in
accordance with the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0 which can be found on the National Archives
website and accessed via the following link: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence
When you use this information under the Open Government Licence v3.0, you should include the following
attribution: ‘Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0’ and
where possible provide a link to the licence. 
If you have any queries regarding these exemplification materials contact the national curriculum assessments
helpline on 0300 303 3013 or email assessments@education.gov.uk 
